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Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership (HLL) 
is a 501 (c)(3) organization that uses 
lacrosse to engage academically and 
behaviorally struggling students from 
Harlem, Washington Heights, and the 
Bronx.  We guide them both on and off 
the field through coaching, mentoring 
and academic intervention.

Broadening players’ experiences and 
skills sets prepares them for future 
academic and personal success.
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HLL Expands to Two New School Sites in Harlem

With support from the Harlem Children’s Zone, HLL will expand to two  
additional schools in Harlem this year: P.S. / I.S. 76 A. Philip Randolph and 
Promise Academy II. HLL will place a full-time Program Director at each 
site and reach two new groups of Harlem students. 

HLL has also received support for the new program at P.S. / I.S. 76 A. Philip 
Randolph through the Dick’s Sporting Goods Foundation “Sports  
Matter” initiative. Dick’s has pledged to match $17,500 of the funds HLL 
raised through our Sports Matter crowdfunding page, which featured a 
video produced by Todd Hickey and Andrew Piccone. HLL was one of only 
twelve lacrosse teams nationwide selected for the program. Thanks to the  
generosity of HLL’s supporters, our campaign reached its goal with two 
weeks remaining! Thank you to all who donated to the campaign and 
helped spread the word! HLL was featured 

on the CBS Evening 
News. Click here to 

view the video!
$8 Million in Boarding School Scholarships  

HLL is proud to announce that ten more HLL students will attend  
boarding schools this fall.  Three HLL alumni who attend junior  
boarding schools also earned admission to private secondary schools. HLL 
has now helped twenty-four students earn over $8 million in academic 
scholarship offers since 2011.  

This year’s candidates received tutoring and admissions counseling from 
Central Park Tutors; HLL Program Directors Wyatt Melzer, Sasha Klimczak 
and Joel Censer; HLL Coach Across America Members Michael Froehlich 
and Shaquan Huntt; and volunteers Nick Neuman, Katherine Stewart, 
Josh Zelman, Annemette Harnes, Megan Baldwin, Myles Monaghan, Guy 
Morton, Charlene Lerner and Jacques Ward. 

Turn to page two to meet HLL’s newest boarding school students!

http://www.harlemlacrosse.org
https://sportsmatter.com/help-the-harlem-76ers-stick-to-their-goals
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/turning-lives-around-with-lacrosse/
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/turning-lives-around-with-lacrosse/
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/turning-lives-around-with-lacrosse/
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Tyler Bryan
Hillside School

Ryan Turner
Phelps School

Jordany Robleto
Westtown School

Javon Edwards
White Mountain

Abdoulaye Kebe
Hebron Academy

L’Nya Caldwell
Foxcroft School

Gabriel Kendje
Fessenden School

Hailey Simmons
Episcopal High

Souleymane Ballo
Cardigan Mountain 

On February 20th, the boy’s team from Frederick Douglass 
Academy visited Princeton University to see the campus 
and visit the nationally ranked men’s lacrosse team.

The boys first visited the locker room and listened to Tigers 
Head Coach Chris Bates speak about the importance of 
hard work and long-term goal setting. The boys then were  
treated to a lunch put together by the Carl A. Fields Center 
for Equality and Cultural Understanding. Afterwards, 
current Princeton players Freddy Addy, Will Himler, Sam 
Gravitte and Justin Murphy gave a tour of the grounds. 
HLLers were then allowed to practice on Princeton’s own 
hallowed 1952 Stadium Turf. Thanks to Chris Bates,  
Tennille Haynes, and the entire Princeton lacrosse  
community for making HLL feel so welcome!

FDA Boys Visit  
Princeton University

Congratulations to HLL alumni 
Kevin Goshorn and Sajon Weeks!

This fall, the boys and girls below will join the growing 
list of HLL alumni reaching new heights of academic  
achievement in some of the nation’s most prestigious 
schools. 

This summer, HLL will prepare them for their new 
schools with additional academic enrichment  
programs and Boarding School Boot Camp. HLL alumni Kevin Goshorn and Sajon Weeks are headed 

to college this fall. Kevin, a senior at the New Hampton 
School, was accepted early decision to Haverford  
College.  While at New Hampton, Kevin has excelled in  
soccer, basketball and lacrosse while earning a full  
International Baccaluareate Diploma. 

Sajon, a senior at FDA High School, has been accepted to 
West Point Military Academy. Throughout his career at 
FDA, he has excelled in the classroom and has been a key 
member of the FDA High School Lacrosse team, which won 
its first PSAL title in 2013.

Kevin Goshorn Sajon Weeks

Congratulations to HLL’s  
Next Class of Boarding  

School Students!

Joquan Graham
Hillside School
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Truth Boys Return to the University of Virginia

On February 28, the boys from HLL’s Truth team embarked on their annual University of Virginia Learning and 
Leadership Trip. After being treated to dinner by Pasture restaurant in Charlottesville on Friday night, the boys 
had a full schedule of academic and athletic activities ahead of them. Highlighted by the team’s highly  
anticipated workshop with the UVA School of Law’s Black Law Students Association, this year’s trip offered 
students another chance to learn how to overcome obstacles and set new goals for themselves. While at UVA, 
the Truth boys attended a panel led by third year law student and HLL Board Member Tunji Williams, and  
learned a real law school lesson taught by Prof. Barbara Armacost.

The Truth boys also competed in an intra-squad scrimmage during halftime of the nationally televised Virginia-
Syracuse game. Playing confidently in front of nearly 5,000 fans, the Truth boys received a warm ovation from 
the excited crowd. After their game, they cheered on the ‘Hoos as they defeated Syracuse 17-12. The following 
morning, the boys played their first spring game against Western Albermarle Lacrosse Club. The tight contest 
resulted in the Truth boys’ first win of the season. We are thankful to have connected with our new lacrosse 
partners and honored to be a part of the University of Virginia community!

Prof. Barbara Armacost and 
HLL Board Member Tunji Williams

Prof. Armacost teaching law to the Truth boys Truth boys at a workshop hosted by the UVA 
School of Law’s Black Law Students Association

The Truth boys explore Monticello 
and learn about Thomas Jefferson.

Truth members Kenneth and Tyler meet Virginia’s 
Lax Team before their showdown against Syracuse.
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FDA Girls Venture to Hofstra University

3d Lacrosse Travels to Harlem for Stick Skills Clinic

On March 15, the FDA girls ventured to Hofstra University to watch the Pride play Ohio State. The girls had the 
opportunity to go on the field for opening ceremony, play during half time, meet the players and coaches, see 
the locker room and tour the campus. Hofstra’s players and coaches shared insight into how the FDA girls could 
succeed through lacrosse. The girls carried over what they learned to their games and practices in Harlem 
throughout the season. 

Special thanks go out to the Hofstra Athletic Staff, the Hofstra University Women’s Lacrosse Team and Head 
Coach Shannon Smith for providing our girls such an amazing experience! 

On April 15, the box to field lacrosse revolution came to Frederick 
Douglass Academy’s handball courts! Over forty HLLers braved the 
weather and were treated to 3d Lacrosse Maryland Director and  
all-time MLL great Spencer Ford’s talk about how to play efficiently 
and what skills translate to the highest level. Thank you to Spencer 
for an amazing day where kids learned how to play the game the 
right way. 

3d Lacrosse has also agreed to donate new uniforms to the FDA boys 
team! The jerseys, shorts and shooting shirts all bear the FDA Lion 
logo and will be a source of pride for our players for years to come. 
We’re so excited for our continued partnership with 3d and to  
welcome them to their new office in New York!

https://www.facebook.com/3dLacrosse
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New Faces Joining the HLL Team
Please join us in welcoming the new members of the HLL staff!

HLL on the Road to Success at our Nation’s Capital

On the weekend of April 4-6, the HLL Truth girls lacrosse team went on an  
exciting adventure to Washington, D.C. to learn more about lacrosse, each other 
and American history. On the first day of the trip, the girls visited Capitol Hill to 
tour Congress. The day concluded with a lacrosse clinic and workshop with the 
Howard University Women’s Lacrosse Team, Head Coach Sarah  
Schermerhorn, and some of their alumni. The Truth team learned more about 
life and lacrosse from women who hail from similar backgrounds and have  
become successful leaders on campus and in their career fields.  

The trip continued with a tour of the National Museum of American History, a 
monument walk around the National Mall, and a lacrosse clinic in Alexandria, VA 
with Holy Child High School. Overall, the trip was a huge success and we hope 
to continue to give our girls experiences that will open their minds and prepare 
them to great leaders, women and, of course, lacrosse players.

Ms. Gibson (second to left), Social  
Studies Teacher at Truth, was a  
chaperon on the trip.

Howard University Women’s Lax 
Head Coach Sarah Schermerhorn.

Adam Daroff
Program Director at Truth

Jacques Ward
Program Director at Promise Academy II

Spencer Riehl
Program Director at P.S. 76

Born and raised in Cleveland, OH, 
Adam was an All-American Team 
Captain of University School’s Varsity 
Lacrosse Team and received various 
awards and recognitions, including 
2-time Ohio Goalie of the Year, 2-time 
State Champion, and 3-time All State.  
He later attended Babson College 
in Babson Park, MA, where he was 
captain of the Varsity Lacrosse Team.  
Adam graduated from Babson with a 
dual concentration in legal studies and  
marketing.  

Jacques was born and grew up in East 
Harlem with his older brother and 
mother.  He majored in history with a 
minor in business at Skidmore  
College, where Jacques played four 
years of lacrosse and received All- 
American and Most Valuable Player 
honors. Prior to joining HLL, Jacques 
worked for two years at Marc Jacobs  
International.  For over the last three 
years, he has volunteered as a  
lacrosse coach for various NYC  
programs.

Spencer is a native of Baltimore, MD. 
He was team captain of Denison  
University’s Varsity Lacrosse Team and 
named a Scholar All-American by the 
United States Intercollegiate Lacrosse 
Association.  He graduated from  
Denison with honors in History and 
Spanish.  After college, Spencer 
coached abroad as a Local  
Development Officer for the English  
Lacrosse Association. He has also 
served as a Head Counselor for  
Bridges, a non-profit organization that 
helps at-risk Baltimore city youth.
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Major Supporters
HLL is proud to have the support of the following organizations and individuals:

• The Seedlings Foundation
• The Harlem Children’s Zone
• UJA-Federation of New York
• L + M Development Partners
• Jonathan Sackler and Mary Corson
• SHAPEfund
• The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc. 
• The Henry E. Niles Foundation
• Bulldogs Care Foundation
• The ING U.S./Voya Foundation
• Finish Line Technologies
• Columbia Community Service
• Capital One
• Citibank
• The Stephen A. & Alexandra M. Cohen Foundation, Inc.

• The Horizon Foundation
• The Laura B. Vogler Foundation
• Frederick Douglass Academy I
• P.S./M.S. 149 The Sojourner Truth School
• Concord-Carlisle Youth Lacrosse
• Ridgewood Lacrosse Association
• New Canaan Youth Lacrosse
• Bronxville Lacrosse
• Briarcliff Manor Youth Lacrosse
• MetroLacrosse
• Up2Us
• U.S. Lacrosse First Stick Program
• U.S. Lacrosse AED Matching Grant Program
• Clifford Chance LLP (pro bono counsel)

Interested in What HLL Does?

Here’s How to Donate:
Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit entity. Your support will go directly 

towards academic intervention, high school transition counseling, and lacrosse training to boys and girls at Frederick 
Douglass Academy and P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School. You can make a tax-deductible contribution to HLL via 

PayPal on our website, www.harlemlacrosse.org/donate,  or by check:

Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership
P.O. Box 708

New York, NY 10030

If you have any questions about the donation process, 
feel free to contact us at info@harlemlacrosse.org.

http://www.harlemlacrosse.org/donate
mailto:info@harlemlacrosse.org
http://www.harlemlacrosse.org

