
With support from the UJA-Federation of New York’s Sports for Youth 
program, HLL’s first girls team suited up this year. The Frederick 
Douglass Academy (FDA) program is the first girls middle school lacrosse 
team at a public school in Harlem. Over 20 students proudly represented 
their school at games, clinics and leadership events throughout the year. 

The team gained valuable lacrosse experience while traveling to 
Briarcliff (NJ), Bay Shore (NY), Randall’s Island and the Poly Prep 
Campus in Brooklyn. The FDA girls displayed athleticism, grit, intensity 
and sportsmanship while competing against and bonding with 
opponents from Briarcliff, Brooklyn Lacrosse and Bronxville. 

In May, the Bay Shore High School Girls Lacrosse Team hosted FDA for a 
clinic on lacrosse fundamentals. During the leadership sessions that 
followed the clinic, the girls discussed the importance of teamwork, 
selflessness, responsibility and resilience. The girls returned to Bay Shore 
later in the year to cheer on their new mentors during the Long Island 
Championship game. 

The FDA team is blazing a trail that will soon be followed by their friends 
at P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School (Truth), where HLL will 
launch a new girls program this fall.
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Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership 
(HLL) is a 501(c)(3) organization that  
uses lacrosse to engage academically 
and behaviorally struggling students 
from Harlem and the Bronx. We 
guide them both on and off the field 
through coaching, mentoring and 
academic intervention. 
Broadening players’ experiences and 
skill sets prepares them for future 
academic and personal success.

Check out the video of our trip to the 
University of Virginia here!

HLL Girls Begin New Lacrosse Tradition at FDA

Support HLL’s girls program at Truth through our Indiegogo Campaign! 

Beginning September 16th, our latest crowdfunding venture will feature 
fun perks and regular updates on the progress of the girls in their first 
season -- email info@harlemlacrosse.org to get involved!

HLL Hires Executive Director
Jim Mulvey comes 
to HLL after a 
26-year career at 
New York City 
investment banks. 

He is enthusiastic 
about helping HLL spread lacrosse to 
more children from New York City public 
schools.

Jim played lacrosse at Hobart and 
recently coached the New Jersey Boys 
Under-15 team at the US Lacrosse 
National Tournament.
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Former HLL star Kevin Goshorn was honored as the New 
Hampton School 2013 Skip Howard Male Scholar 
Athlete. Goshorn excelled in the classroom and in 
soccer, basketball and lacrosse throughout the year at 
New Hampton with one coach even writing: “[Kevin] is a 
coach’s dream ... As a full International Baccalaureate 
Diploma candidate who has earned an overall GPA of 
3.39 during the first semester, he is a model student and 
an example of what a student athlete at New Hampton 
School should aspire to be.”

On May 19, The Frederick Douglass Academy high school 
boys’ lacrosse team won their first PSAL B 
Championship, defeating top-seeded Curtis, 8-7. Many 
HLL alumni contributed: Kelvin Sparks was named the 
game’s Most Valuable Player, Raheem King scored four 
goals, including a crucial late-game tally and Kamau 
Hargraves secured possession for FDA in the game’s last 
two minutes to clinch the historic victory.

HLL on the Road to Success at the University of Virginia
The hallways of P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School buzzed with 
excitement all week as the boys from HLL looked forward to their first 
learning and leadership trip of the season: a weekend at the University of 
Virginia. Led by HLL Board Members Kate Barrington, Tunji Williams and 
Andrew Kilberg, the Truth boys spent three unforgettable days exploring the 
famed grounds, meeting with campus leaders, bonding with UVA students 
and reflecting on their goals for the future. 

While touring the campus and Thomas Jefferson’s historic Monticello home 
with members of the UVA Men’s Lacrosse Team, the team reflected upon 
the principles of academic dedication, honor and integrity that underpin the 
University. At the UVA School of Law, the boys discussed how to overcome 
obstacles to higher education with Dean Paul G. Mahoney and the UVA 
Black Law Students Association. 

The boys received their inaugural Truth jerseys from Hall of Fame coach 
Dom Starsia, who also officiated the team’s scrimmage on the UVA practice 
field and gave each of the boys a famed “Dom Starsia handshake.” 

The hospitality of the UVA community left an impression on the boys,  one 
of whom wrote in his journal on the long bus ride back: “When I graduate 
high school, I want to play lacrosse at the University of Virginia and make it 
to the School of Law.” HLL is looking forward to continuing this special 
relationship with our friends down at the University of Virginia. 

HLL Alums Thrive at Boarding School, FDA

HLL Alumni at Boarding Schools in Fall ‘13: 14
Retention Rate at Boarding School: 100%
Average GPA in Core Classes: 80%
HLL Alumni Playing Lacrosse at Boarding School : 100%

Kevin Goshorn

FDA Celebrates Its First PSAL B Title

  FDA takes on Tuitt HS
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HLL Triathlon Team Continues Successful Run
On July 14, 2013, Team HLL suited up for its second year of 
competition as an official charity partner of the New York City 
Triathlon.  Led by HLL Senior Board Member Tom Dugan, Team HLL 
increased from 8 to 27 members in 2013, donning custom team 
tri-suits resembling colonial clothing that were a huge hit with 
spectators.  Led by fundraisers Ross Green, Michelle Dhanda and 
Josh Haney, the group raised more than $60,000, dramatically 
exceeding its goal of $48,000.

FDA Hosts Friends From Concord-Carlisle Youth Lacrosse 

Truth and FDA Boys Take the Field with NY Lizards
On June 13, 2013, HLL students from both FDA and Truth trekked across town to 
Icahn Stadium on Randall’s’ Island to play in an intrasquad scrimmage and then 
watch Major League Lacrosse’s New York Lizards beat the Hamilton 
Nationals, 12-10. HLL sold 85 tickets to the game to raise funds for its summer 
camp programming, which includes providing a free day camp and tutoring 
services to help students combat summer learning loss while they continue to 
develop as lacrosse players.

The event was an on-the-field success as the two HLL teams competed in a hard 
fought game in the world-class Icahn Stadium. For FDA, Malcolm Akinje (Groton 
School) was impressive in cage; midfielders Mamadou Meite and Elijah Allick 
(Indian Mountain School) scrapped between the stripes and attackman Joseph 
Jordan (Cardigan Mountain School) displayed slick stickwork around the cage. 
Abel Caceres continued to be a positive force in the face-off circle and on the 
sideline.

“It was a great experience,” remarked Coach Jake Klein. “For our kids, watching 
live professional lacrosse allows them to seek positive role models in the sport 
while also beginning to consider their future.”

Nationals midfielder and Iroquois 
National Team member Jeremy 
Thompson talked about the roots 
of the game and how important 
lacrosse has been to Native culture.

HLL students then welcomed the 
hometown Lizards onto the field, 
making a tunnel as the players 
were introduced.

If you would like to join Team HLL in 2014, contact NYRTri@harlemlacrosse.org to get involved. Team HLL offers 
group training sessions, fundraising assistance, nutrition support and a custom tri-suit and exercise jersey. 

In May, 8th graders from Concord-Carlisle Youth Lacrosse 
made their 3rd annual trip to Harlem, enjoying a guided 
tour of the neighborhood led by Jake Klein, a mixed 
scrimmage with the FDA squad, a BBQ banquet in 
Manhattan and a combined game against TopSide Lacrosse. 

FDA players are looking forward their annual trip to Concord 
(MA) this fall, which will include playing in the One Nation 
Lacrosse Tournament, visits to the area’s historical attractions and homestays with Concord families arranged by 
Pamela Gildehaus and a pair of HLL Board Members: Charles Gildehaus and Louis Salemy.

mailto:NYRTri@harlemlacrosse.org
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For the second year, Princeton University welcomed HLL 
students for a stunning day of talks and tours.  Organized 
by HLL supporters Hakim Thompson and Alissa Cherry, 
the visit began with an hour-long diversity forum and 
academic Q & A with current Princeton students, staff 
and administrators at the Carl A. Fields Center for 
Equality and Cultural Understanding. 

Following the forum, the boys broke into small groups for 
tours of campus with members of the Princeton Men’s 
Lacrosse Team. Each tour concluded at the University’s 
1952 Field, where the Tigers threw the ball around with 
the boys before surprising them with gifts of gloves, 
pinnies, signed cleats and Princeton Lacrosse gear. 

The day concluded with a Hoagie Haven lunch in front 
of Nassau Hall, during which the boys reflected on their 
visit to the University. The boys returned to Harlem with 
great memories, new gear and a new sense of purpose to 
tackle the rest of the school year. 

The boys from P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School became a formidable opponent in their first season. Led by 
Program Director Wyatt Melzer, the boys learned the game as they gutted out a 10-10 record against stiff 
competition. The team became a new source of pride for the Truth community as HLL’s players set the standard for 
success on and off the field. The 8th graders moving on to high school and boys continuing their HLL journey next 
year will forever be a part of the first middle school lacrosse team at Sojourner Truth.

Inaugural Boys Season at Truth Sets Foundation for Future

HLL Partners with Lacrosse Communities

Left: FDA visits New Canaan, CT 
Right: Chatham, NJ Cougars donate equipment to FDA 

After the success of the Ridgewood/HLL Friendship Day 
in November, the Truth boys returned to New Jersey for 
the Bergen Catholic Tournament in April. Led by Senior 
Board Member Eric Bachmann, the team competed 
against some of New Jersey’s top talent. 

While the boys worked hard on the field, the Bergen 
Catholic coaches and families provided the team with 
burgers, tents and a wonderful “Harlem Shake” themed 
entrance to our games. HLL is excited to continue our 
work with the Ridgewood and Bergen Catholic middle 
school teams next season!

FDA Boys Visit Princeton University

HLL Returns to Ridgewood
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Major Supporters

• The Seedlings Foundation
• Harlem Children’s Zone
• UJA-Federation of New York
• SHAPEfund
• The Henry E. Niles Foundation
• Bulldogs Care Foundation
• The ING Foundation
• Columbia Community Service
• Capital One
• Citibank
• Frederick Douglass Academy I
• P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School
• Concord-Carlisle Youth Lacrosse
• Ridgewood Youth Lacrosse
• New Canaan Youth Lacrosse
• Bronxville Lacrosse
• U.S. Lacrosse AED Matching Grant Program
• Clifford Chance LLP (pro bono counsel)

Interested in What HLL Does?

Here’s How to Donate:
Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit entity. Your support will go directly 

towards academic intervention, high school transition counseling, and lacrosse training to boys and 
girls at Frederick Douglass Academy and P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School. You can make a 

tax-deductible contribution to HLL via PayPal on our website, www.harlemlacrosse.org,  or by check:

Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership
P.O. Box 708

New York, NY 10030

If you have any questions about the donation process, 
feel free to contact us at info@harlemlacrosse.org.

New Faces
Please join us in welcoming the new members of 
HLL’s Staff!

Joel Censer
FDA Boys 
Program Director

Sasha Klimczak
Truth Girls 
Program Director

Louie Sawi
AmeriCorps VISTA

HLL is proud to have the support of the 
following organizations:

www.harlemlacrosse.org
mailto:info@harlemlacrosse.org

