
On October 2, 2014, HLL supporters will gather at the Princeton Club of New 
York for our annual benefit. This year’s benefit will include coaches and alumni 
from top Division I programs. Hall of Fame University of Virginia Coach Dom 
Starsia, an HLL Executive Board Member, has assembled a Coaches Host  
Committee to rally support for HLL: Chris Bates (Princeton), John Svec  
(Siena College) Ryan Curtis (University of Vermont), Mike Pressler  
(Bryant College), Joe Alberici (Army), Janine Tucker (Johns Hopkins), Tara 
Singelton (Johns Hopkins), and Steele Stanwick (Johns Hopkins) will all be 
in attendance with alumni from their programs. The evening will  
feature an open bar, hors d’oeurvres, a silent auction, and a live appeal.

Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership (HLL) is 
a 501 (c)(3) organization that uses school-
based academic intervention, mentoring, and 
lacrosse training to engage at-risk students in 
Harlme public schools. Broadening students’ 
experiences and skills sets prepares them for 
future academic and personal success.

Annual Benefit – October 2, 2014 

Baltimore City Lacrosse and Leadership

Can’t join us on October 2? 
You can still support HLL by 

donating today!

Kim Appelt Joins HLL
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Kim graduated from 
Brown University with a 
BA in Educational  
Studies and went on to 
serve as the Director of 

the University of Chicago Laboratory High 
School’s Community Learning Program. 
She earned an Ed.M. at Harvard  
Graduate School of Education and moved 
to New York, where she worked as a middle 
school English and History teacher and  
curriculum designer in Harlem,  
Washington Heights and the Bronx. After 
spending the early part of her career as a 
classroom educator, Kim joined Demos, a 
public policy think tank in London, where 
she conducted research and published in 
the areas of child and family policy and 
educational reform. At HLL, Kim will lead 
fundraising initiatives, build community 
partnerships, create service learning  
opportunities for students, and develop 
curriculum. Kim lives with her husband 
and three children in Connecticut.

To purchase a ticket to the 
benefit, click here!

Starting this month, HLL expands southward in an effort to bring our unique brand of transformational life  
opportunities to Baltimore City youth. The program will be known locally as Baltimore City Lacrosse & Leadership 
(BCLL). Jenny Michael, our  BCLL Program Director, will be operating out of Commodore John Rodgers  
Elementary and Middle School, a turnaround traditional K-8 public school located across from Johns Hopkins 
Hospital on Fayette Street. She has her own classroom, complete with a storage room, lockers and a smart board, all 
thanks to Commodore Principal Marc Martin and his amazing staff. To learn more about Jenny Michael, turn to page 
five!

The program would like to recognize and thank the Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation and the Ralph & 
Shirley Klein Foundation for their outstanding support of this expansion.

http://www.harlemlacrosse.org/donate
http://www.harlemlacrosse.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/harlem-lacrosse-and-leadership-annual-benefit-tickets-12139534675


FDA visit Albany Medical College and Cheer on Siena Lacrosse 

Concord and Ridgewood Continue HLL Summer Homestay Programs

It has become a tradition that the lacrosse players from FDA trek north every summer  to spend time with their friends from  
Massachusetts. Over two separate weeks in July, eighteen HLL students participated in the Concord Homestay program. 
Organized by Pamela Gildehaus, HLL students stayed with host families from the Concord-Carlisle Youth Lacrosse 
program for a week while participating in the local Star Camp during the day. Special thanks to the Gildehaus family, all of 
our hosts, the Salemy family for hosting a terrific barbecue, and Star Camp owner Nat Carr for generously providing 
scholarships to help with tuition.

This was also the second summer of HLL’s Ridgewood Homestay Program. Organized by HLL Executive Board Member Eric 
Bachmann and HLL volunteer Kiefer Bachmann, the weekend provided four Truth students headed for boarding school 
the chance to expand their experience by spending time with a family close to HLL.

On Tuesday, April 22nd, members of HLL’s FDA boys and girls teams traveled to Albany, NY to visit Albany Medical  
College (“AMC”). After lunch, the students were given a tour of the hospital’s state-of-the-art simulation center where they 
were shown how the AMC students learn on high-tech mannequins and surgical teaching tools. Students later visited with the 
hospital’s respiratory therapists and toured the medical school campus.

The HLL group then traveled to Fallon Field at SUNY Albany for a Division I lacrosse game between the Albany Great Danes 
and our close friends at Siena College. The students had a fantastic time at the game and were thrilled when Siena Men's 
Lacrosse Coach John Svec walked up to the stands to say hello five minutes before the opening faceoff.

We want to thank HLL Executive Board Members Chris Baldwin and Evan Vosburgh,  Coach Svec, Veronica 
Fitzgerald of the Albany Medical Center Foundation, and the AMC students for making the day so  rewarding!
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For three weeks this summer, twenty HLL students worked to improve their future at Boarding School Boot Camp. The group 
included HLL alumni currently attending boarding school, those about to embark on their first semester, and current HLL 
students who will be applying for admission this fall. In addition to preparing students for the academic rigors they will face in 
the coming school year, the camp allows HLL students to share their experiences and form a community that will be there for 
them for years to come.

This summer, there was a new wrinkle added to HLL’s Boarding School Bootcamp: for the final three days, it moved to an  
actual boarding school. Eleven students traveled to Loomis Chaffee’s Windsor, Connecticut campus, where HLL alum Elijah 
Alick will matriculate this fall. The students immersed themselves in boarding school life: staying in dorms, taking English 
seminars, and of course, playing lacrosse. Students who are enrolling in our Boarding School Admissions Counseling Program 
were also able to tour the campus and interview with admissions officers. Thank you to Executive Board Member Eric  
Bachmann and Loomis Chaffee’s Bill Lee and Erby Mitchell for spearheading this project.

Boarding School Boot Camp

HLL students were afforded the unique opportunity to stay at Phillips Academy  
Andover (PA) to attend the school’s Breadloaf program and play lacrosse this August. 
Organized by HLL volunteer Arthur Gildehaus, PA English teacher Lou Bernieri, and 
PA Varsity Lacrosse Coach Steve Moreland, the weekend allowed HLL students to live, 
write, and play lacrosse with their Big Brothers for PA Lacrosse. Each morning, the group 
gathered in the English building at PA for poetry writing exercises led by Mr. Bernieri. In 
the afternoon, the boys played lacrosse at the PA Stadium before returning to their host 
families for the evening.

The trip included an excursion to Harvard Stadium to 
watch the Boston Cannons in their final game of the 
season. The HLL kids and their Big Brothers then 
traveled to Cape Cod for a day on the beach and an 
evening  barbecue. The groups parted looking forward 
to the launch of an HLL-PA peer-writing program—
check back later this year to hear about it!  Thank you to 
all of our host families, Arthur Gildehaus and Phillips 
Academy Andover!

For the third consecutive year, Team HLL took to the New York City Triathlon course to 
compete and to fundraise for our students. Led by HLL Senior Board Member Tom Dugan, all  
twenty-nine team members finished the course, swimming the mighty Hudson River, biking 
along Manhattan’s West Side Highway, and running in Central Park. The group raised over 
$65,000—Grant Blosser led the pack with over $5,000 raised. Tom and his sisters, Cathy 
Franks and Susan Dugan, raised over $8,000. Chris Kretzman had the best finish, coming 
in 112th overall and qualifying for the elite division next year.

On April 26, Team HLL also joined boys from Truth to make meals for the food banks of Mount 
Olivet Baptist Church and Ephesus Seventh-Day Adventist Church. The boys and Team HLL 
made 400 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.

HLL Boys Connect with Big Brothers at Phillips Academy 

HLL’s tutoring and admissions counseling have helped 28 students earn over 
$8 million in academic scholarship offers from the nation’s most prestigious secondary schools. 

HLL boarding school students’ retention rate is 100%.

HLL Triathlon Team Competes for the Third Year
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HLL Students Help the Elderly with Citymeals-on-Wheels

On Sunday, June 8th, the Scarsdale Youth Lacrosse Association 
("SYLA") hosted the boys and girls from FDA and the girls from Truth 
for a memorable day.

SYLA rolled out the red carpet as HLL players joined the Scarsdale 
youth lacrosse players for mixed scrimmages, a radar gun competition, 
and a barbecue. SYLA also provided hats and jerseys to all the  
participants. A number of HLL’s boarding school students also came 
back for the event, acting as role models while representing themselves 
well both on and off the field.

Thanks to the Scarsdale Youth Lacrosse Association, Cum Laude Group Inc., Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s 
International Realty and Lucente Landscaping for working together to create such a wonderful day for our kids.

On Friday, August 1, twenty-nine HLL students from FDA and Truth collaborated with Citymeals-on-Wheels to deliver 
meals to the elderly.  An HLL staff member and volunteer led each team of four students through Manhattan’s Midtown West 
and West Side neighborhoods to provide packaged lunches at the homes of fourteen recipients. 

A few teams walked as far as seventeen blocks and climbed several apartment stairwells to reach their destinations.  
Interacting with the elderly left an indelible impression on the students, many of whom were humbled by the experience and 
enjoyed giving back to the community.  FDA student Breonna provided one of the day’s highlights by going above and beyond 
the call of duty to replace the light bulb near the entrance way of the home her group visited. HLL delivered a total of ninety-
eight meals!

HLL thanks Citymeals-On-Wheels for giving our students this experience and to Sheila Clay for coordinating the event. 

Scarsdale Youth Lacrosse Hosts HLL Boys and Girls Teams

Truth Boys Compete at Somers Youth Lacrosse Day
On May 31st, the Sojourner Truth School Tigers attended Somers Youth Lacrosse Day to start 
a very special relationship with our upstate New York friends. The day allowed our Harlem 
boys compete against some of the area’s top players on the field and make new, long-lasting 
friendships off of it. The Somers community made our boys feel at home by starting the day 
off with gift sports bags filled with shorts, t-shirt, socks and a water bottle for the HLL boys, 
and ending it with a barbeque after a long day of competition. 

A sincere thank you goes out to all of those who helped make the day happen, especially Dan 
and Amy Ellison, Nina Collins, Sally Krauss and Jeff Nikos. We are looking forward 
to building this new and exciting friendship in the year ahead.
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HLL Keeps Students Active in the Summer

After two years of leading the Truth Boys Program, Senior Program  
Director Wyatt Melzer is moving on from HLL. Wyatt was HLL’s first 
Program Director at P.S. / M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School, where he 
launched the school’s boys program in 2012. Wyatt created a culture of 
teamwork, commitment, and pride for the boys in the  program. He also 
built a lasting bond between the Truth team and the University of Virginia, 
twice bringing the boys to Charlottesville for learning and leadership trips. 
Wyatt left his boys, his program, and HLL better than he found them. We 
thank him for his hard work and dedication and wish him all the best in his 
new position at CBRE!

Thank You, Wyatt!

Every summer, HLL works to provide students with new opportunities to grow on 
and off the field before the next school year begins. Now in its third year, HLL’s 
Summer Day Camp at FDA hosted fifty-two students for three weeks of lacrosse, 
academic sessions, and field trips to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 
Highline, the Rubin Museum of Art, and a yoga session in Central Park. 

HLL students also had the chance to travel outside of New York City to attend 
sleep-away camps and play with club teams throughout the summer. Thanks to the 
generosity of MetroLacrosse, Tri-State Lacrosse, Trilogy Lacrosse,  
CityLax, Bitter Lacrosse, Brown University, and Stick2Stick, HLL  
students who exhibited a desire to succeed in the classroom, their community, and 
on the field were able to play high-level lacrosse at tournaments and camps up and 
down the east coast. 

Thanks to Michelle Bradbury, our partnership with Stick2Stick  funded 
travel and coaching for two HLL girls and Truth Girls Program Director Sasha 
Klimczak.  The girls were able to practice twice per week in Bergen Countyand 
play in three tournaments in southern New Jersey: Best of the Beach, Lax by the 
Sea, and Summer Slam. Both girls benefitted from the high level of play and from 
playing with girls from different communities in New Jersey. 

Thank you to all who made our summer programs possible, especially our  
summer day camp volunteers: Nina Callahan, Hailey Bossolina, Reagan 
Bossolina, Aliza Van Leesten, Colleen Quigley, Jason Radvany, Kiefer 
Bachmann, Spencer Bachmann, Henry Archie, Ted Forst, Brendan 
Forst, Eva Cataldo, and Matt Campbell. 

Jenny Michaels is a former captain and 
standout player for William & Mary 
Women’s Lacrosse. She taught third 
gradein West Baltimore for two years at 
Samuel Coleridge Taylor Elementary School 
prior to becoming BCLL’s first Program  
Director. Jenny is trained to work with  
special education students and provide 
reading enrichment at various levels. Jenny 
brings the sort of experience and attitude to 
HLL that we’ve come to expect from our 
Program Directors.

Meet Jenny Michael
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Major Supporters
HLL is proud to have the support of the following organizations and individuals:

• The Seedlings Foundation
• The Harlem Children’s Zone
• L + M Development Partners
• UJA-Federation of New York
• Jonathan Sackler and Mary Corson
• The Henry E. Niles Foundation
• The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc. 
• Columbia Community Service
• Bulldogs Care Foundation
• The ING U.S./Voya Foundation
• Finish Line Technologies
• Capital One
• Citibank
• The Horizon Foundation
• The Laura B. Vogler Foundation

• Frederick Douglass Academy I
• P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School
• P.S./I.S. 76 A. Philip Randolph
• Promise Academy II
• Concord-Carlisle Youth Lacrosse
• Ridgewood Lacrosse Association
• New Canaan Youth Lacrosse
• Bergen Catholic Lacrosse
• Bronxville Lacrosse
• Briarcliff Manor Youth Lacrosse
• MetroLacrosse
• Scarsdale Youth Lacrosse Association
• Up2Us
• U.S. Lacrosse First Stick Program
• U.S. Lacrosse AED Matching Grant Program
• Clifford Chance U.S. LLP (pro bono counsel)

Interested in What HLL Does?

Here’s How to Donate:
Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit entity. Your support will go directly towards 

academic intervention, high school transition counseling, and lacrosse training to boys and girls at Frederick 
Douglass Academy, P.S./M.S. 149 the Sojourner Truth School, P.S./I.S. 76 A. Philip Randolph, and Promise 

Academy II. You can make a tax-deductible contribution to HLL via PayPal on our website, 
www.harlemlacrosse.org/donate, or by check:

Harlem Lacrosse and Leadership
P.O. Box 708

New York, NY 10030

If you have any questions about the donation process, 
feel free to contact us at info@harlemlacrosse.org.

http://www.harlemlacrosse.org
http://www.harlemlacrosse.org/donate



